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Amendments to the Claims : 

Please cancel claim 2, amend claims 3, 5-10 and 12-17 as 
follows. The following listing of claims will replace all prior 
versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

Iii sting of Claims : 

Claim 1 (Cancelled) . 
Claim 2 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) , An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2 7 having 
a seatbel t, for restraining an occupant of the automotive vehicle 
bv the seatbelt to protect the occupant , comprising: 
5 a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt ; 

seatbelt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 

danger decree detecting means for detecting a significant 
0 degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 
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control means for contro lling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined a m ount of looseness to the seatbelt. 
wherein said control m eans controls said motor so as to g ive 
15 first predetermined a mount of looseness to the seatbelt when 

the significant degree of d anger is not detected bv said danger 
degree detecting means while th e seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to the occupant, and controls said motor so 
as to give a seco nd predetermined amount of looseness to the 
20 seatbelt which is smalle r than said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when th e significant degree of danger is detected bv 
said danger degree detectin g means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in sa id state attached to the occupant, 

wherein sa id danger degree detecting means comprises at 
25 least o ne of vehicle speed detecting means for detecting 

traveling speed of the automotive vehicle, braking detecting 
means for detecting stepping-on of a brake pedal of the 
automotiv e vehicle, steering angle change rate detecting means 
for detecting a rate of change in a steering angle of the 
automotiv e vehicle, ambient illuminance detecting means for 
detecting ambient illuminance of the automotive vehicle, and 
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raindrop detectin g means for detecting raindrops on the 
automotive vehicle, and 

wherein said danger degree detecting means detects the 

35 significant degree of danger if said vehicle speed detecting 

means detects that the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle 
is higher than a predetermined value and at the same time at 
least one of conditions is satisfied that the stepping-on of the 
brake pedal is detected by said braking detecting means, the 

40 steering angle change rate detecting means detects that the rate 
of change of the steering angle exceeds a predetermined value , 
the ambient illuminance detecting means detects that the ambient 
illuminance of the automotive vehicle is below a predetermined 
value, and the raindrop detecting means detects the raindrops on 

45 the automotive vehicle. 

Claim 4 (Previously Presented) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus for an automotive vehicle, 
having a seatbelt, for restraining an occupant of the automotive 
vehicle by the seatbelt to protect the occupant, comprising: 
5 a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt; 



PACE 4/31 * RCVD AT 7/29/2005 1:41:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time) * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DN!S:2738300* CSID:-H 212 318 5101 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-18 



JUL. 29. 2005 1:46PM +1-212-319-5101 customer 01933 



NO. 8660 P. 5 



Appln. No. 10/722,943 

Amendment dated July 29, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 31, 2005 

seatbelt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 

danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 
10 degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt, 
wherein said control means controls said motor so as to give 
15 a first predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected by said danger 
degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to the occupant , and controls said motor so 
as to give a second predetermined amount of looseness to the 
20 seatbelt which is smaller than said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significant degree of danger is detected by 
said danger degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant, and 

wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 
25 speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 

automotive vehicle, and braking detecting means for detecting a 
. stepping-on force of a brake pedal of the automotive vehicle or 
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stepping-on speed thereof, said control means controlling said 
motor such that rotational speed of said motor in retracting the 
30 seatbelt is higher as the stepping-on force or the stepping-on 
speed detected by said braking detecting means is larger, when 
the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a predetermined 
value . 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus aa claimed in claim 2, - for an 
automotive vehicle, having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the automotive vehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant, comprising : 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt; 

seatbelt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 
10 danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 

degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit there of and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt. 
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15 wherein said control means c ontrols said motor so as to give 

a first predetermined amou nt of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected bv said dang er 
degree detecting means whil e the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to the occ upant, and controls said motor *n 
20 as to give a second pred etermined amount of looseness to the 

seatbelt which is smaller than said first predetermined amount nf 
looseness when the signifi cant degree of danger is detected by 
said danger degree detec ting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said stat e attached to the occupant, and 
25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and braking detecting means for detecting 
stepping-on of a brake pedal of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that rotational speed 
30 of said motor in retracting the seatbelt is higher as the 
traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher, when the detected 
traveling speed is higher than a predetermined value and at the 
same time the stepping-on of the brake pedal is detected by said 
35 braking detecting means. 
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Claim 6 (Original) . An automotive passenger restraint and 
protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, for an automotive 
vehicle, having a seatbelt, fo r restraining an occupant of fchg 
automotive vehicle bv the sea tbelt to protect the occupant , 

5 comprising: 

a motor for re tracting and protracting the seatbelt ; 
seatbelt atta ching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatb elt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state d isconnected from the occupant; 

0 danger degree detectin g means for detecting a significant 

degree of danger of collisio n of the automotive vehicle; and 

control mean s for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbe lt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby gi ve a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt, 

5 wherein said control means controls said motor so as to give 

a first predetermi ned amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected bv said danger 
degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to the occupant, and controls said motor so 

3 as to give a second predetermined amount of looseness to the 

seatbelt wh ich is smaller than said first predetermined amount of 
loosene ss when the significant degree of danger is detected by 
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said danger degree detecting m^an s while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said sta te attached , to the occupant, and 

25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and steering angle change rate detecting 
means for detecting a rate of change in a steering angle of the 
automotive vehicle, said control means controlling said motor 

30 such that rotational speed of said motor in retracting the 

seatbelt is higher as the rate of change in the steering angle 
detected by said steering angle change rate detecting means is 
larger, when the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle 
detected by said vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a 

35 predetermined value. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2y for an 
automotive vehicle, having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the a utomotive vehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant, comprising: 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt: 
seatbelt at taching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant r * 
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10 danger degree detecting m eans for detecting a sionifi^nt- 

deqree of danger of collisio n of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for controlling sa i d motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the aeatbfiU. to 
thereby give a predetermin ed amount of looseness to the seatbelt, 
15 wherein said control mean s controls said motor so as to give 

a first predetermined amoun t of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant d egree of danger is not detected bv said danger 
decrree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to t he occupant, and controls said motor so 
20 as to give a s econd predetermined amount of looseness to the 

seatbelt which is smaller than said first predetermined amount of 
loosenes s when the significant degree of danger is detected by 
said dang er degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant, and 
25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and steering angle change rate detecting 
means for detecting a rate of change in a steering angle of the 
automotive vehicle , said control means controlling said motor 
such that rotational speed of said motor in retracting the 
seatbelt is higher as the traveling speed of the automotive 
vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting means is higher, 
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when the detected traveling speed is higher than a predetermined 
value and at the same time the rate of change in the steering 
35 angle detected by said steering angle change rate detecting means 
is larger than a predetermined value. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus a3 claimed in claim 2, for an 
automotive vehicl e, having a seatbelt. for restraining an 
occupant of the automotive vehicle by the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant, comprising: 

a motor for retracting and protract ing the seatbelt; 
seatbelt attaching st ate detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state atta ched to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 
10 danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 

degree of danger o f collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control me ans for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a pr edetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt. 
1S wherein said c ontrol means controls said motor so as to give 

a first p redetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the signi ficant degree of danger is not detected bv said danger 
degree detecting mea ns while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
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said state attached to the occu p ant, and controls said motor so 
20 as to give a second prede t ermined amount of looseness to the 

seatbelt which is. smaller than said f i rst predetermined amount of 
looseness when the signi ficant degree of danger is detected h Y 
said dancrer degree detec ting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant, and 
25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and ambient illuminance detecting means for 
detecting ambient illuminance of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that rotational speed 
30 of said motor in retracting the seatbelt is higher as the ambient 
illuminance detected by said ambient illuminance detecting means 
is smaller, when the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle 
detected by said vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a 
predetermined value. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus - as claimed in claim 2, for an 
automo tive vehicle, having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the automo tive vehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant , comprising : 

a motor for retracting and prot racting the seatbelt ; 
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seatbelt attaching stat e detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant: 
10 danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 

degree of danger of collisi on of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for co ntrolling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit the reof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predeterm ined amount of looseness to the seatbelt. 

15 wherein said c ontrol means controls said motor so as to give 

a first predet ermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected by said danger 
degree detecting means whil e the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to the occupant, and controls said motor so 

20 as to give a s econd predetermined amount of looseness to the 

seatbelt which is smaller than said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when th e significant degree of danger is detected by 
said dang er degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant, and 

25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and ambient illuminance detecting means for 
detecting ambient illuminance of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that rotational speed 

-13- 



13/31 ■ RCVD AT 7/29/2005 1:41:48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300* CSID:+1 212 319 5101 * DURATION <mm-ss):09-18 



JUL. 29. 2005 1:49PM +1-212-319-5101 customer 01933 



NO. 8660 P. 14 



Appln. No. 10/722,943 

Amendment dated July 29, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 31, 2005 

30 of said motor in retracting the seatbelt is higher as the 
traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher, when the detected 
traveling speed is higher than a predetermined value and at the 
same time the ambient illuminance detected by said ambient 

15 illuminance detecting means is smaller than a predetermined 
value. 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus as claimed in iLlaim 2, for an 
automotive vehicle, having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the automotive vehi cle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant , compr i s ina : 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt; 

seatb elt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a st ate attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 
0 danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 

degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control mea ns for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbe lt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby giv e a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt. 
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wherein said control means controls said motor so as to give 
a first predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt wh^n 
the significant decree of dano e r is not detected by said danger 
degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to the occ upant, and controls said motor so 
as to give a second predetermin ed amount of looseness to t-hg 
seatbelt which is smaller than said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when the si gnificant degree of danger is detected by 
said danger degree det ecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant , and 

wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 
speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and raindrop detecting means for detecting 
raindrop on the automotive vehicle, said control means 
controlling said motor such that rotational speed of said motor 
in retracting the seatbelt is higher as the traveling speed of 
the automotive vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting 
means is higher, when the detected traveling speed is higher than 
a predetermined value and at the same time the raindrops are 
detected by said raindrop detecting means. 

Claim 11 (Previously Presented) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus for an automotive vehicle, 

-15- 



page 15*31 ■ RCVD AT 7/29/2005 1 :41 :48 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:+1 212 319 5101 » DURATION (mm-ss):09-18 



JUL. 29. 2005 1:49PM +1-212-319-5101 customer 01933 



NO. 8660 P, 16 



Appln. No. 10/722,943 

Amendment dated July 29, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of May 31, 2005 

having a seatbelt, for restraining an occupant of the automotive 
vehicle by the seatbelt to protect the occupant, comprising: 
5 a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt; 

seatbelt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 

danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 
10 degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt, 
wherein said control means controls said motor so as to give 
15 a first predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected by said danger 
degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to the occupant, and controls said motor so 
as to give a second predetermined amount of looseness to the 
20 seatbelt which is smaller than said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significant degree of danger is detected by 
said danger degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant, and 

wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 
25 speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
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automotive vehicle, and braking detecting means for detecting a 
stepping-on force of a brake pedal of the automotive vehicle or 
stepping-on speed thereof, said control means controlling said 
motor such that an amount of protraction of the seatbelt is 
smaller as the stepping-on force or the stepping-on speed 
detected by said braking detecting means is larger, when the 
traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a predetermined 
value . 



10 



Claim 12 (Currently Amended) , An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus as claimed in ^laim 2, for an 
automotive veh icle, having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of th e automotive vehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
occupant , comprising : 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt; 

seatbelt a ttaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 

danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 
degree of dang er of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 
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control means for controlli ng said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof .nri t hen protract the sm^HaU to 
thereby give a predetermined amount of looseness to the seathelr. 

wherein said control means c ontrols said m6tor so as t-o g^yg 
a first predetermined amount of looseness to the seathpit when 
the significant degree of danrmr j s not detected hv said rianr.gr- 
degree detecting means while t he seatbelt is detected to h<* -in 
said state attached to the occupant, and controls said motor so 
as to give a second predet ermined amount of looseness to the 
seatbelt which is smaller than said fi rst predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significan t degree of danger is detected bv 
said danger degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant, and 
25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and braking detecting means for detecting 
stepping-on of a brake pedal of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that an amount of 
protraction of the seatbelt is smaller as the traveling speed of 
the automotive vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting 
means is higher, when the detected traveling speed is higher than 
a predetermined value and at the same time the stepping-on of the 
brake pedal is detected by said braking detecting means. 
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Claim 13 (Currently Amended). An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus claimed in claim 2, for an 
automotive vehicle, having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the automotive v ehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant , comprising : 

a motor for retracti ng and protracting the seatbelt; 
seatbelt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant: 
10 danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 

degree of danger of collisio n of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for contr olling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt, 
15 wherein said control means controls said motor so as to give 

a first predeter mined amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected bv said danger 
degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state atta ched to the occupant, and controls said motor so 
20 as to give a second predetermined amount of looseness to the 

seatbelt wh ich is smaller than said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significant degree of danger is detected bv 
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said danger degree detecting means w h ile fche seatbelt is detected 
to be in said st ate attached to the occupant. 

25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and steering angle change rate detecting 
means for detecting a rate of change in a steering angle of the 
automotive vehicle, said control means controlling said motor 

30 such that an amount of protraction of the seatbelt is smaller as 
the rate of change in the steering angle detected by said 
steering angle change rate detecting means is larger, when the 
traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a predetermined 

35 value. 

Claim 14 (Currently Amended) , An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus tre- claimed in claim 2, for an 
automotive vehic le r having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the a utomotive vehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant , comprising : 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt; 

seatbelt at taching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatb elt is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 
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10 danger degree detecting m^ a ns for detecting a significant 

degree pf danger of collision o f the automotive vehicle: and 

control means for contr o lling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit ther eof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt. 
15 wherein said control means controls said motor so as to give 

a first predetermined amo unt of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected bv said danger 
degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to t he occupant, and controls said motor so 
20 as to give a second predetermined amount of looseness to the 

seatbelt which is smaller t han said first predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significant degree of danger is detected by 
said dang er degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said state attached to the occupant, and 
25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and steering angle change rate detecting 
means for detecting a rate of change in a steering angle of the 
automotive vehicle, said control means controlling said motor 
30 such that an amount of protraction of the seatbelt is smaller as 
the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by said 
vehicle speed detecting means is higher, when the detected 
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traveling speed is higher than a predetermined value and at the 
same time the rate of change in the steering angle detected by 
35 said steering angle change rate detecting means is larger than a 
predetermined value. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus as claimed iu ulaim 2, for an 
automotive vehicle, having a seatbelt. for restraining an 
occupant pf the automotive vehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the* 
5 occupant , comprising: 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt j 

seatbelt attaching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbel t is in a state attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 
10 danger degree detecting me ans for detecting a significant 

degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control mean s for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit ther eof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a p redetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt. 
15 wherein said control me ans controls said motor so as to give 

a first predeter mined amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant d egree of danger is not detected bv said danger 
degree detecting mea ns while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
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20 



said state attached to the occup ant, and controls said motor so 
as to give a second predeterm ined amount of looseness 1-n th P 
seatbelt which is smaller than sa i d first predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significa nt degree of danger is detected by 
said danger degree detecting me^ n s while the seatbelt is detects 
to be in said stat e attached to the occupant, and 
25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and ambient illuminance detecting means for 
detecting ambient illuminance of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that an amount of 
protraction of the seatbelt is smaller as the ambient illuminance 
detected by the ambient illuminance detecting means is smaller, 
when the traveling speed of the automotive vehicle detected by 
said vehicle speed detecting means is higher than a predetermined 
value. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus as claimed in claim 2, for an 
automotive vehicl e, having a seatbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the automotive vehicle by the seatbelt to protect the 
occupant , comprising : 

a motor for retracting and protracting the seatbelt: 



30 
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seatbelt attaching state ej ecting means for detent. -i ng 
whether the seatbelt is in a stat e attached to the occupant or in 
a state d isconnected from the occupant: 

danger degree detecti ng means for detecting a significant 
degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for cont rolling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a limit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a predetermined amount of looseness to the seatbelt r 
15 wherein said control mean s controls said motor so as to give 

a first predetermined am ount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
the significant degree of danger is not detected bv said dancrer 
degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected to be in 
said state attached to th e occupant, and controls said motor so 
as to give a second pre determined amount of looseness to the 
seatbelt which is smaller th an said first predetermined amount of 
loos eness when the significant degree of danger is detected bv 
said danger degree detectin g means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said s tate attached to the occupant, and 
25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and ambient illuminance detecting means for 
detecting ambient illuminance of the automotive vehicle, said 
control means controlling said motor such that an amount of 
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30 protraction of the seatbelt is smaller as the traveling speed of 
the automotive vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting 
means is higher, when the detected traveling speed is higher than 
a predetermined value and at the same time the ambient 
illuminance detected by the ambient illuminance detecting means 

35 is smaller than a predetermined value. 



Claim 17 (Currently Amended) . An automotive passenger 
restraint and protection apparatus aa claimed in claim 2, for an 
automotive vehicle, having a sea tbelt, for restraining an 
occupant of the automotive vehicle bv the seatbelt to protect the 
5 occupant , comprising : 

a motor for r etracting and protracting the seatbelt; 
seatbelt atta ching state detecting means for detecting 
whether the seatbelt is in a st ate attached to the occupant or in 
a state disconnected from the occupant; 
0 danger degree detecting means for detecting a significant 

degree of danger of collision of the automotive vehicle; and 

control means for controlling said motor so as to retract 
the seatbelt to a l imit thereof and then protract the seatbelt to 
thereby give a pre determined amount of looseness to the seatbelt, 
5 wherein said control means controls said motor so as to give 

a first predetermi ned amount of looseness to the seatbelt when 
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the significant degree of danger is not detected bv said danger 
degree detecting means while the seathelt is detected to be in 
sai<3 state attached to the oc cupant, and controls said motor so 
as to give a second prede termined amount of looseness to thg 
seatbejt which is smaller than said fir st predetermined amount of 
looseness when the significan t degree of danger is detected bv 
said danger degree detecting means while the seatbelt is detected 
to be in said sta te attached to the occupant , and 
25 wherein said danger degree detecting means comprises vehicle 

speed detecting means for detecting traveling speed of the 
automotive vehicle, and raindrop detecting means for detecting 
raindrops on the automotive vehicle, said control means 
controlling said motor such that an amount of protraction of the 
seatbelt is smaller as the traveling speed of the automotive 
vehicle detected by said vehicle speed detecting means is higher, 
when the detected traveling speed is higher than a predetermined 
value and at the same time the raindrops are detected by said 
raindrop detecting means* 
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